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Get on yer
bike for
Earth Hour
AS the lights go down across
Sydney for Earth Hour on
Saturday, The Watershed
will be using pedal power to
light up the big screen.

It will be screening the
documentary Carbon Na-
tion, powered completely by
people riding bikes.

The film explores climate
change solutions and focu-
ses on the actions various
individuals are taking to
reduce their carbon emis-
sions.

Marrickville Council will
support Earth Hour by turn-
ing of all non-essential light-
ing at the administration
centre, depot building, all
town halls, libraries and
childcare centres.

‘‘Take part in the activi-
ties at The Watershed or
join the millions of people
around the world by turn-
ing off your lights for one
hour,’’ Marrickville Mayor
Morris Hanna said.

City of Sydney Lord
Mayor Clover Moore is en-
couraging people to look
beyond Earth Hour with
innovative measures to
slash carbon pollution caus-
ing climate change, reduc-
ing waste going to landfill
and making sure that
precious, fresh drinking
water is not wasted.

PETS AND THE CITY

TimNorriswithhisdachshund-shih tzu crossPippinandgermanshepherdKia. Picture: CRAIGWILSON

Stressed-out animal? Look at its owners

Formore information, visit
bothendsofthelead.com.au

KEEP THEMHAPPY
MASSAGING:
Benefits lame legs, arthritis
and problems associatedwith
old age
DOGSNEED:
Consistent leadership
Calmenvironment
Socialising/exercise
Right level of stimulation

LILYFIELD dog therapist
Tim Norris believes it is
paramount for animals to
have a stable home environ-
ment, where both owner and
pet know they are safe to live
without fear of separation.

‘‘If a person is stressed and
not managing, the dog picks
up on that,’’ Mr Norris said.
‘‘They are like people — if

they get stressed their mu-
scles tighten up and it affects
their mood and digestion.’’

He treats dogs using mass-
age and laser acupuncture
and said the most common
stress problems result in
arthritis, muscle tension
and skin conditions. Draw-
ing on his 20-year experi-
ence in personal training,

sports therapy, acupunc-
ture, Pilates and massage
therapy, Mr Norris said that
while it’s important to treat
dogs to improve their qual-
ity of life, the problem
usually starts at the other
end of the lead — the owner.

Apart from providing
dogs with a stable environ-
ment to minimise stress, he

said a mistake a lot of people
make is that they don’t
know how to exercise their
dogs properly: ‘‘You’ve got
to train them according to
their condition.’’

Rent a dog of an issue
CALL FOR BOND TO GUARANTEE A PLACE FOR FURRY FRIENDSShireenKhalil

Should therebeapetbond?
innerwestcourier.com.au

LET US KNOW
■ If you’re a pet owner and
havehad troubles renting
property email
khalils@newslocal.com.au

MORE than 90 per cent of
applicants are rejected from
rental properties in Bal-
main. Why? Because they
have pets.

Cobden and Hayson Real
Estate sales representative
Peter Gordon said that par-
ticularly over the past few
years it’s near-impossible
for pet owners to secure
rental accommodation.

‘‘It’s hard enough the
market is extremely tight
with less than a 1 per cent
vacancy rate in Balmain,’’
Mr Gordon said.

When it comes to houses
there is no body corporate,
so it’s purely up to the
landlord and leasing agents.

Mr Gordon said landlords
are likely to choose some-
one without pets as damage
is less likely to occur.

He said it’s a growing
issue and one solution to
satisfy both parties is to
have a bond.

‘‘A tenant should be able
to offer a $500 pet levy or
deposit, even if it’s not re-
fundable, to cover potential
exit costs when they leave.’’

He said an elderly woman
applied to more than six
properties but was rejected
by them all as she owns
several cats, a particularly
distressing situation for her.

‘‘With the rental market

being so tough there is
much higher demand than
there is supply for rental
property,’’ Mr Gordon said.

‘‘Therefore landlords can
be picky, so if you don’t
have a really strong appli-
cation it makes it hard.’’

20
per cent of people living
inAshfielddonot have

English as their first language.
Free classeswill be run at
Ashfield Library by qualified
MissionAustralia teacherswho
will help attendees improve
their literacy andEnglish
language skills. Classes are
held everyMonday, Tuesday
andFriday inApril from2.30pm
to4.30pm. Bookings essential.
Call 9716 1810or go to
love2read.org.au.
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